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FL following Letter dd plain 


Narrative were never intended 
for the Preſs, but ſome Gentlemen 


of Character, who peruſed them in 


Manuſcript, requeſted the Publica- 


_cation,---If they in the leaſt degree 
anſwer thoſe Gentlemen's expecta- 


tions, or give birth to ſome more 
full and judicious Repreſentation 
of the Peſign recommended, to ſa- 
tisfy the minds of the people, the 
Author's utmoſt wiſhes will be 
gratified. : | 
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1 A you did me the honour the other day to aik 


, 


my ſentiments about an Objection or two of 
Mr G—y's, relating, to the incorporating the Poor, 
which ſeemed then to prevent your joining with the 
Gentlemen in a petition for that purpoſe in the hun- 
dreds of Boſmere and Claydon in the County of Suffolt, 


{ hope you will be pleaſed to receive with Candour 


my compliance with your requeſt, 
It is obſervable that Mr. G—y in his preface to his 


; Pamphlet, after ſaving that Gentlemen ſhould intereſt 
+ themſelves in the Management of the Poor, and then 
there can be no better proviſion thought of for them 


than what is already made, puts the Gentleman upon 
aſking a very pertinent Queſtion : What am I to be a 
Pariſh-officer ? No, he replies, but you are to ſee to 
the appointment of them, inſpect their behaviour and 
accounts, and oblige and enable them to ſet up Work- 
houtes ; otherwiſe you will never rightly employ, or 
well provide for your Poor, | „„ 

Now I humbly apprehend, this is the very intention 
of the preſent ſcheme in Boſmere and Claydon. Theſe 
hundreds will contain, according to the beſt calcula- 


tion we are at preſent able to make, juſt a proper | 


number to be duly taken care of by a ſuitable Governor, 
in order to anſwer the ends in view; which are ſuch, 
we pretume, as muſt be approv'd of by every liberal 


mind; namely, we incorporate to adminiſter proper 
comfort and aſſiſtance to the ſich, infirm, and aged, intro- 


duce Sobriety and Virtue amongſt them, and in an 
cipectal manner to render their children uſeful to ſo- 
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honeſt livelihood, and ſo not remain any Jonger a 


DS He 
cicty, by acquainting them with their duty towards 
God and man, whence many of them aug. ſaved from 
untimely ends, and all of them enabled to acquire an 


burden and reproach to our Country. | 
We incorporate too to eaſe the reſpective Pariſhes 


in their rates, a Grievance very laudly, and very con- 


nl; complained of by all forts of occupiers; and 
alſo to feed and clothe the objects of their care with 
that plenty, and decency, that their wants, and Situ- 


ation can reaſonably require. | 

Let it therefore be canſider'd, that the Scheme we 
are upon is nothing more than the appointment of a 
Workhouſe for collecting together the Poor of 35 
Parithes, which will not produce a greater number 
than can be managed with gecency, and without con fai. 


in, and it will be found that we perfectly agree in 


the moſt material points. 


Mr. G—y indeed would have pariſhes /mgly directed 


to this end, by the preſent laws, and that each ſhould 


take care of its reſpective Poor ; whilſt we are ſolli- 


citous to have a ſufficient number of thera 1ncorpo- 


rated, that we may have a proper revenue to carty on 


the buſineſs more efefugnlty, by the old laws in gene- 


ral. but in a more ſummary way. 


Our deſign too is to invite Gentlemen to attend to 


the very thing Mr. G—y adviſes, the fate and cordut? 


of the Poor, together with the accounts and behaviour 


of the officers or governors that are placed over them ; 


a concern, which, however weighty and important 
in itſelf, it muſt be confeſſed, is not, nor is it likely 
it ever will be, regarded by them in ſeparate parifhes ; 
ſeeing but very few owners of any faſhion at all live 
where their eſtates are ſ{iruated,--and whenever it hap- 
pens that they do reſide there, the indelicacy and rude- 


es of Pariſh-meetings oblige them never to come into 


ſuch afiembiies. So that in the preſent management 
of things, they have nothing to do with the Poor but 
to pay ſich rates. a3 are brought to them for their 

main- 
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(9? 
maintenance ; whence both the Poor and Community 
are ſubject to many and great inconveniences, fome- 
times from careleſſneſs, and at others from ſhameful ſini- 
er motrves in the officers, „ 
Indeed you have in many places parochial Morhhouſes, 
and a Governor appointed, who commonly contracts 


with the Pariſh to feed and clothe the Poor at a certain 


rate: If fo, it is this man's bulineſs to get as much as 
he poſſibly can for his pains; the conſequence of Which 


is daily ſeen to be this, viz. that the Poor are neither 


fed, clothed, or taught as they ought to be, but are 


ſuftered to wander about like vagabonds moſt unwor- 
thy the notice of Government. For theſe reaſons the 


late Mr. Vernon painfully ſollicited and obtained the 
incorporation of the hundreds of Colners and Carleford. 
In this ſociety the Gentlemen and principal Occu- 


' piers do attend as Directors and Guardians They in- 


ſpect the accounts, fee that the Poor are properly taken 


care of, and by their countenance and goed conduct, they 
have already wrought a great reformation amongſt them. 


And we flatter ourſelves, that whilſt the ſame laudable 
ſpirit remains, incorporated Pariſhes will every returning 
year more feelingly perceive the good effects of their 


union, and the Community, as well as the Poor, if 


both are 7artal, and grateful, will have abundant 
reaſon to pray for, and bleſs the managers. 


This inſtitution puts an end to the uſual cuſtom of 


pecuniary payments to the Poor, which are generally 


abuſed by them, and as generally given without dit 


-  cretion,—lt is calculated to ſet afide all private Fobbs ; 


by publick advertiſements for the delivery of propoſal: 


towards furniſhing our Poor with every thing that is 
good and requiſite for their well being, and at th- 
loweſt prices. —And the Directors and Guardians have 
their weekly and quarterly Meeting, * when the ſeveral 
books of accounts relating to the Houſe are laid before 
them by the clerk of the houſe for their examination, 
* Atthcſe Meetings the Dire ors, &c, bear their un Ex- 

dences | 
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as well to correct miſtakes, as to ſee to the Diſpoſition - 
and Improvement of our revenues. 


At theſe meetings all complaints are heard, pro- 
perly enquired into, and removed; and any advan- 
fageous Propoſals for Amendment received moſt gladly 
by ſuch perſons as muſt be generally allowed to be 
very able, and well diſpoſed to carry on the buſineſs. 

And I am fully ſenſible, Sir, from my knowledge 
of your great humanity, that if you had ſeen the con- 


dition of the Poor at the time they came into the 


Nacton-Houſe out of their reſpective pariſhes, you 
would have molt tenderly bewailed their pitiable eſ- 
tate; and alſo, from a ſecond view ſome. months after- 
wards; you muſt on the contrary have been as much 


delighted with the Change, from Rags, Filthineſs, and 


pining Sickneſs, to a Decency in their apparel, to Cleanli- 
neſs, and Health, —Circumſtances that ſtrongly plead in 
favour of ſuch aſſociations. | DALY 

The two great Objections of Mr. G—y which you 
noticed, relate to the largeneſs of the diviſions, and the 
neglect of the induſtrious Poor in ſuch appointments: To 
the firſt of which J anſwer, that Mr. G—y's thoughts 
were made publick in the year 1751, but the Act for 
incorporating Colneis and Carleford Hundreds did not 
paſs before November 1755; fo that his ſentiments 


upon the ſubiect were communicated at a time when 


we were not able to make anſwer, and fay as we now 
can from experience, that the Poor of two hundreds 
are much better managed, and render'd more uſeful to 
fociety, by being collected together into owe houſe, 


under the direction of a Body Corporate, than when 
they were diſperſed in ſingle Pariſhes, ſubject to common 


zucaſures of relief and inſpection.— For however com- 
plicated and unweildy a County-Horkhouſe may be, and 
therefore to be rejected, yet when the Poor are brought 
into ſuch diviſions by the union of Hundreds that their 


number in any houſe does not exceed 300 perſons, we 


cat. not reaſonably doubt of the ſucciſ and prepriety of 
the undertaking. ! 1 
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(9) 

His next objection reſpects the neglect of the induſ- 
trious Poor, who he thinks are quite forgotten i in the 
new collecting ſchemes, and therefore may be driven 
into great de ſpondency to reflect that they will now 
no Jonger hve a home; * for fays Mr. G—y, if the 
% Lewd and Careleſs encourage themſelves in the 
„thought that the parith mult take care of them; 
© this remembrance is as uſeful on the other hand to 
4 ſupport the minds of the induftrivus under the af- 
© flictions of poverty—it makes young laborious peo- 
<< ple venture to marry when nothing elſe could, and 
helps to propagate a rac? of the molt uſeful lubjects 

v6 V have | 
9850 hat might be the 2 ance of the incorporating 
25 which Mr. G- y had ſeen, 1 know not, but 
5 1 am, that this objection does not attect you in 


Boſfmere, if you go, as is intended upon the Nadon plan. 


Indi. ! is not any more diſcourag d or intended to be 
Giſcsurag'd by us, than by the preſent Poors Laws, and 


there is a circum iſtance that conſirms this truth, and 


ſhews the Directors grcat tenderneſs and regard for the 
induſtrious Poor, in an order which is made reſpecting 
any goods or property that belongs to them ; for ſhould 
they he obliged by accident or otherwiſe to 70 into the 
houſe of induſtry for a ſeaſon only, during any illneſs, | 
or affli tions that may c come upon t them, their Goods, 
&c. are preſerved and ticheted and gelive; ved to them agar, 
whenever they m ray be able to return to their wſwal fitz- 
tion. 80 long as the induſtrious working Poor can 
maintain themſelves they are not objects of relief, but if 
fuch do merit alfiftance out of the common <vay, and the 
Pariſhioners think it proper in their parochial ſtate to 
encourage them, they may do ::—the Jan Privilege 
remains to cor harate bodies. 

No parliamentary l, int is meant % rein, but they 
may thro' their J, Aeralles and Crgers, gran: whatever in- 
aulgencies they pleaſe. i | 

sto your own e relating to the encou- 
ragement of nanifa.gures in the 4 fi Wn, to the iaiury 
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( 10 ) 
of huſbandry, I beg leave to inform you that, this s 
not the Purport of your bill, nor is at all that of ours at 
Na#on, fince we are willing and always ready to let 
any of the farmers take the children, as foon as the 


are capable of working, upon reaſonable terms, as their 
ſervants, (nay the farmers have their choice herein) 
but as they cannot be ſuppoſed to want them all, ſome 


are bound'out to handycraftſmen, ſome put to ſea, and 
others are profitably employed in the houſe. 

As it is not my intention to conceal the truth, I 
ought to obſerve that the Colneis act gives the Direc- 
tors, &c. a longer power over the children reſpecting 
apprenticeſhips than the ſtatute of Elizabeth. 


If any advantage is made of this power, it cannot 


be taken but with the conſent of two of his Majeſty's ju 


tices of the peace, further it is our intere/t, it is our de- 
fire to diſmiſs the children in the houſe as ſoon as they 
But even if we allow it may ſometimes. happen that 
the reſtraint takes place, this very care, by adding more ex- 
perience to them, may be the means of contributing the 
more to their future vſefulneſs, and welfare, inſtead of 
becoming a grievance, or an unreaſonable act of potben. 
Nevertheleſs ſhould the circumſtance mentioned bc 


look'd upon as any ſort of hardſhip, let it be remem- 


bred that the ſame act of parliament gives the parents, 
kindred, or friends of children maintained in the houſe 


a power to take ſuch children out, at the ages of 16 


or 18, or even before they arrive at ſuch ages, if they 
are deſirous or willing to receive, maintain and employ 
ſuch children, and the chiloren are willing to be ſo 
receryed. | | 

Indeed fo far are we from obſtructing or diminiſh- 
ins the riſing generation of the Poor, that I think I may 


pronounce with great certainty from our preſervation 


and nurture of the Children, that in any given porti— 
on of time the huſbandman and mechanic will reccive 


more aſſiſtance from us as a b:dy corporate, than they 


Fyould baye experienced in a parochial /tate. 
5 | That 


C12 3 


That many children LE rendered uſeful who would 


otherwiſe have figured no where but in a landſcape of 


Gainſborough's, as the ſpawn of Gypſies, lying upon 

a ſunny bank half naked with their bundles of ſtolen 
Wood by their ſides. A daily taſk which thoſe who pre- 
tend to have the care of them never fall to exact from 


them. 


After all, if a general law produces ſome particular 
grievances, from the unavoidable imperfection of all 
Human contrivances, are there not many more in the 
uſual ſeparations of the Poor, and therefore our greater 
ſucceſs upon the whole is our juſtification. 

But, I doubt I've treſpaſſed, Sir, too long upon your 


patience, and therefore beg leave to conclude with the 


ſentiments of the judicious Mr. Burn upon the fſub- 
ject, © Suppoſe, ſays he, ten ſmall townſhips are laid 


5 £ together, juſt nine parts in ten of the ſquabbles 
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„ about ſettlement will be prevented—nine parts in 
Iten; on if the Poor are maintained in ſeparate fami- 


46 lies as is frequently done, at leaſt ninety-nine houſe- 
<& rents in a hundred will be faved—abundance of 
5 cottages will be deſolated, which now harbour no- 
< thing but beggars, and thieves—leſs common will 
he deſtroyed, and wood conſumed for fuel, and 


<< your Poor will be better ordered, 95 
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INCE the writing the prececding Letter, the promi- 
wo ſing utility of the N»Qon-houte hath induced fevera! 

1 other hundreds to incorporate, and more Houles of 
| Induſtry, after the manner of that at Nacton, are ac- 


tually building in the county of Suffolk, in order to 
render the better government of the Poor more general; 


but this laudable diſpoſition, to our ſhame be it ſpoken; 


-—_ Hhath ſtirred up numbers of the ccmmnan people. in appen- 
= rance, to violent meaſures of redreſs, under the much 
abuted pretence of ſtanding up for their Libertics, pre- 


fuming themſelves to be the judges of the propriety and 
rectitude of the Laws of their country, and alſo quali! ned 
to ſubvert them with impunity, whenever they come 
in competition with their licentious wills. 

'Their firſt riotous appearance was made at the White 
1 Hart in Wickham Market on Thurſday the firſt day of 
2 Auguſt, 1765, where the directors of the Hundreds of 


7 / * 
. * 
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Loss and Wilford were allembled for the execution of 
their Poor's act. A very large body of them conſiſting 


of fore hundreds of men, women and children, mel 
with cudgels, and fuch weapons as they could procure, 


wy, ſurrounded the houſe, threatning deſtruction to all thoſe 
; that ſhould in tereſt themſelves in the building, and ef- 
| [ tabliſhment of a houſe of induſtry within the hundreds 
| | _ aforeſaid. 


Soon after the publication of their intentions, they 
entered the yards, he houſe, and the Directors room, 
making them all priſoncrs, and treating them vith great 

Tudene fs, and indecency, and at length cont ned them 
to the bowling-orcen, fetting a guard over them until 
the pleature of the multitude ſhould be knoven. 

Great pains was taken by private conferences witli 
the leaders of the mob to perſuade them to deſiſt from 
their outragious and unlawful proceedings, and go 
away in peacc, but all to no purpoſe, tor they 
veſolutely determined 0 perſevere ; M aſturing the 

| gen- 
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13 
gontlemen that the Poor ſhould be maintained as uſual, 
that they ſhould range at liberty and be their own maſ-- 
ters ; that this was only the beginning of their Work ; 
for they intended that Nacton-houſe, and all other 
buildings going on of zhat fort, ſhould be leveicd with 
the ground. The Directors ſinding this to be their fix- 


ed diſpoſition defired to know, what was particularly 


required of then in order that they might be releaſed— 
upon which it was ſignified, that a paper ſhould be 
drawn up and ſigned, ſetting forth their ſolemn pro- 
miſe to deſiſt from their preſent undertaking, and never 
more to engage in it. Aſter ſome conſultation the ap- 
prenenſions of dub-law from an enraged rabbie, if the 
gentlemen ſhould reje& their iert propoſul, extorted 
their cenſent, and names, | 

Fluſhed with ſucceſs upon their firſt attempt, they 


2 had the hardineſs on the Monday following, that is on 


the fifth of Auguſt, to carry their threats into execution, 


and to give undoubted proofs of @ very general confede- 


racy, For one parts marched to Bulchainp-houſe in 
t hundred of Blithing, and another to Nacton, in 
the hundred of Colncis: At Bulchamp, as the houſe 
vas but partly built, and without any defenders, they 
ſoon ſucceeded. But at Nacton, thro' the timely care 
of the gentlemen concerned in the houſe, they were 
oppoſed and defeated by a military force, —tno'in ſo mer- 
ciful a manner, that not one ſingle perſon amongſt them 


. was ſlain, only ſeven taken prifoners, in order that 


1 


they might ſuffer ſuch puniſhment, as the laws of 
heir country ſhould direct, and thereby become a uſe- 
iu} leſſon of inſtruction to their ſeditious brethren. 

And here it ought to be obſerved that before the ſol- 
diers were permitted to interfere, the magiſtrates ad- 
dreſſed themſelves to the deluded people in the mildeſt 
terme, and begged them to diſperſe, but without effect 
—at length the juſtices advanced, ſupported by the ſol- 
diery, demanding of them What they came for they 
replied to pull down the houſe.— They were upon this 
aniw.r told their danger, and the contequences that 


{ 14 


muſt attend ſuch cent meafizres ; they readily and firms 


iy ſaid, they did not care, for they ww: wuld ſucceed, or die 


fon the /pot. After all peaceable efforts, and exhorta- 
tions prevailed nothing, they were diſtinctly and plain- 
ly informed, that the ma -iſtrates duty would oblige 


them to read the riot-act, an expedient very dreadful 


in its tendency it they diſobeycd it, Then the proc la- 
mation was accordin gly read, "and heard with attention ; 
but notwithitanding, a body of at leaſt an hundred 


and fifty remained immoveable, and fteady to their 


pe ta 
After ſome time, 8 were given ſor the eleven drae 
goons that were nnd to move round and form in 


the rear of the rioters, in hopes that ey ſeeing the diſ- 


mounted dragoons in the front and the horſe in their 
rear might be induced to diſperſe without force, and 
within the time required by the riot-act; but inſtead 
of this, the moment the horſes ſtirred, or rather before, 
they fell upon both horſes and men with ſuch arms as 
they had, pœaſc-makes, hedge-ſtakes, cudgels, &c. 
then a enſued, in which the horſe only were 
concerned, and tho' fo few in number, yet thro' their 


diſcipline, They almoſt immediately get the better of 


the rioters boaſted fortitude, and entirely routed them. 
Hince this diſapointment, no further public inſurrecti- 


ons have been made upon the occaſion; but if we may 


judge of the peopic's diſpoſition from their difcourſe, 
they ſeem not to want the cf they had the power to 
carry all their threats into execution —And what is {till 


more to be lamented, the lower fort have approvers and 
1il-adviſers amongſt thejr beiters, who ſhould upon every 
worthy motive be the laſt to cheriſh that wart ſpirit 
that is gone forth, againſt laws and government. —No 


pretences can authoriſe this behaviour in a ſocial fate ; 

we may ſol'cit all peaceable means of redreſs, when 
our complaints are real and merit it, but acts of violence 
are not to be juſlificd, Whatever ſtrides liberty may 
take in a ſtate of nature towards anarchy, and confuſion, 


yet the moment theſe are refirained by compact, every 
mem 


I 


( 15) 
member of ſuch a community is bound thereby, and 
it is [icenti-ſneſs not liberty that tempts him to break it. 
Some ſocicties may indeed be badly formed, and their 
terms amongſt cach other may be ſo opprefliy e, as to 
make individuals wiſh to be releaſed from their en- 
gagement, and from wiſhes to procced to actual mea- 
fures of feliverance: 


But it is our peculiar happineſs that theſe conſidera- 


tions do not affect us. Ve can boaſt that we are in 


poſſeſſion of an excellent body of Jaws, that defend 
= every ma Ys I zht—that are a ſcaſonable check upon 


the arbitrary wills of the 7; 855 and opuleut—tnhat pro- 
2} tec innocence and virtue, and nobly aſſiſt the poor and 
2X deſtitute-—beinsg wifcly calculated alio to reſtrain the 
madness and fury of the Peovie, Our national pro- 
viſion for the Poor is one pertinent example of our 
» Dee raat i that diſcovers ſuch a benevolent and truly 
Chriſtian concern for their welfare, as is not to be 
| out 1d in any other kingdo! a v pon earth. -- How comes 
it then WC ſhal! be aſk d. that %% do not abide by it? 
Why does any ſelect number of parithes petition to be 
, © incorporated tor this purpote ! WI ny are they not con- 
tented with the general laws as they ſtand, feeing they 
5 Fare allowed to be fo faut y wa 2 aiſe-wor thy? 
The preambles to thoſe in corporating acts that have 
be en already obtained, contain a ſufficient anſwer to 
theſe queſtions, viz. they are procured tor the better 
805 ernment, education, and maintainince of the Poorg 
"20 even under thoſe aws in general we have been ſpeak» 
ing of, for it is a d%%,j,udg and in ſome meaſure 
improvement of the Poor's laws already in being; and 
not an ghrogalion of them that is wanted. It has b cen, 
J it is daily ſeen, that private pariſhes arc very remils in 
EF trneſe particulars, they want both inclination: and : 
ſufficient ſund for ſuch purpoſes, and from hence may 
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4 public 1 inconveniencies 2 riſe, to prevent which we in- 


corporate, and yet overſeers are appointed as uſual ; 
but then they are only required to collect the rates in 
their reſpective; pariſhes, 35 ecled from their oon book 

accord- 
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:ccording to former diſburſements. —Theſe rates are 


paid to che Treaſurer belonging to the an ede ſub- 
jected to ſuch drafts as the directors a acting guar. 


dians ſhall think ft to order for the mainten ane and 
Od Sei t of their houſe | 5 ſeveral , 
good management of their houſe, and the ſeveral col- 


lections added together make ſuch a ſum, as enables 
them to enter into more beneficial contra, for ſetpport- 
ing, and employing the Poor. than / ſmgle pariſhes belore 


ſuch an union could with the moſt hr * intentions, and 


the moſt laude induſtry, ever effectiato . And notwith- 
ſtanding t! 12y are able to make ſuch large contracts, and 
ample proviſion for the Poor, yet from their prudent, 
and reaſonable Care, they are likely to pay their debts 


in a few years, and 10 lellen that burthen which has 
been complained of ſo Head ihy. 


his muſt naturally be the caſe when you conſider 
the unnecellary expences avoided by means of a proper 
application of the revenues, and a regular attention to the 


Work of the Poor. — Herein the good of our Commus- 


nity is confulted, and all monopolies that can be in- 
Uricus to e in general, are rejected ed: 

Little : ſhopkcepe rs in country villages, it is ſa d, arc 
injured by this union: But it is hardly to be conceiv'd 
how the * poor perſons withdrawn from each pariſti 


can materially affect them, unleis the Poor indeed werd 


ſorced to pay a very exorbitant price for their things. — 
If fo, it grows hizh time to out al ſtop t to ſuch” 4% of 


Ee tortion. 


No mechanical trad! are encouraged but ſach only * 


are conſined within their own walls ; they make 209 


mend their ſhoes and cloaths, and they bake and brew, 
but then nothing goes out af the houſe for fale bett. 85 
Yarn, Thread, and Sacking, which peculiarly benefit the 
publick, without giving any 1/7 grounds for private 
dijcontont, | 
it is confeſſed that the more work the Poor do ot 
this fort, the greater will be the profits of the houſe, 
This motive might tend to a ſev. e exact an of tabour, 
and to preverit this, their act of parliament require 


th . 


* 3 
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they ſhould only be obliged to work according to their 
reſpetive abilities, and when they are unmeaſurably ob- 
ſtinate and refractory (for little deficiences are not no- 
ticed) the Governors can only confine thole that are 
grown up, and leſen their diet, and give moderate cor- 
rection to the children; and therefore the Directors 
have been forced to obtain a clauſe for an application 
to Juſtices of the Peace for their affi/tance and orders, 
when greater offences, ſuch as purloining materials, and 
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4 ſelling chaths, &c. deſerve greater puniſhment ; and if 


more work is done in this corporate body. by the Poor, 
than in their fate of ſeparation, this reflection ſtrongly 
proves the utility of their ſcheme ; as their encourage- 
ment to the induſtrious Poor, by giving them a part 
„ their earnings, does their humanity and benevolence - 
For the Poor have not only a part of their earnings 
_ diſtributed to them by the weekly committee, (viz. 
two pence in the ſhilling) but they have alſo the caſh 
Found in the box, from quarter to quarter, divided 
amongſt them: The Governor receiving no, other 
_ gratuities but his 2 and board. 5 
It was thought before enquiry, that the Governor 
took the expences of the houſe upon himſelf, at a 
certain rate, and therefore in order to benefit himſelf in 
his contract, muſt be induced (as was repreſented) to 
uſe the Poor ill, by his exactions, thrift, and puniſh- 
ments; but when it appeared that 9 advantages accrued 
to him from ſach behaviour, it was concluded b the 
very Enquirer, who was otherwiſe well diſpoſed to believe 
. what he had heard, that the cruel ſtories reſpecting the 
Governor were falſe; as indeed, they appeared to be, 
to impartial and candid judges, upon a full and pub- 


r 


a 
_— 


lick examination. | | 
The induſtrious working Poor are ſuch as peculiarly 
deſerve the attention of the publick ; and therefore, 
when by any accident or ſickneſs amongſt them, the 
= fupport of a Family is in a great meaſure taken away 
= they are immediately relicved. — The ji:# perſons are 
brought to the houſe, if the Surgeon and Apothecary 
4 | | think; 
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thinks they may be ſafely removed, otherwiſe he viſits 
them at their own dwellings, ſo long as 1 his 


aſſiſtance; and any part, or all of the diſtreſſed Fami- 
lies are received into the houſe, if they deſire it, and 
are there provided for; having liberty to go out again 
as ſoon as they are able to follow their buſineſs, _ 
The houſe too pays an annual ſalary to a Surgeon 
and Apothecary, who has all the people therein under 
His care, and 1s accordingly provided with rooms for 
his medicines, and his lodging, when he is particularly 
called upon to be there of a night. „„ 
There is alſo a Matron appointed purely to wait up- 
on the dick, and to receive from the Apothecary and 
Surgeon written directions reſpecting their diet and wants, 
which are by her carried to the Governor, who b 
order of the Directors and acting Guardians, is obliged 
Atrictly to obſerve them. . pe | 
TL. ve ſaid before that the beſt proviſions are publickly 
_ contracted for, for the uſe of the Poor :—Ample por- 
tions of which are daily diſtributed, ſuch as meat, 
bread, cheeſe, puddings, and broth, &c. according to 
their appetites : For tho” in order for the quicker dif- 
patch, their meals are divided into fmall ſhares, yet 
every one has a liberty of renewing his or her plate til! 
they are ſatisfied. — Herein it is to be remembered to 
our credit, that the Judge of Aſſize, who /igned all our 
Rules and Orders, upon looking over the weekly bill 
of fare, immediately ſaid, he found we did not intend 
to ſtarve our Poor; alluding to their good and plentifu! 
table, —And tho” there is nothing can reaſonably be re- 
quired for the good maintenance and well-being of the 
Poor, that they do not meet with from us, yet we are 
actually every year paying a part of our debt. — Here 
our ingenious and fruitful oppoſers, indeed, are pleaſed 
to turn our own artillery againſt us, and to render 
this very truth a matter of complaint, notwithſtanding 
the hopes of it was one general reaſon on all ſides fo! 
Tolliciting our Poors AR :--For, fay many, if the hun- 
dreds ſhould by the preſent ſcheme be enabled to re- 


UCL 
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duce the rates to an eaſy inconſiderable yearly. ſum, 
© Landlords only will avail themſelves of this piece of 
cconomy. Now ſuppoſing. (after a courſe of years) 
this ſhould be the caſe, Tenants will have a great deal 
© leſs trouble with the Poor than they had formerly, and 
they will pay no more, perhaps, not ſo much, as they 
did before the incorporation; therefore, this circum- 
| ſtance does them no injury. — But there is a ſtill hea- 
Dier grievance that is thought of, tho' it may not be 
publicliy mentioned, that is to ſay, numbers are depriv'd, 
of that power and authority over, and thoſe. opportuni- 
ties they formerly had, of oppreſſing the Poor; which 
is a deliverance that calls for returns of love and good- 
will from the Poor, inſtead of acts f violence, and 
words of abuſe, towards their preſent Directors and act- 
ing Guardians. . F 
There is a School-maſter appointed to teach the 
children to read, who lives near to the houſe, and at- 
tends three days in a week; and the children are in- 
ſtructed in the principles of the Chriſtian religion, 
and catechiſed weekly, by the Chaplain of the houſe, 
who alto viſits the ſick, buries the dead“, baptiſes the 
children, and reads prayers and preaches in the houſe 
every Sunday, when all the people not prevented by 
infirmities, are obliged to be preſent, and join in the 
ſervice; by which means it is preſumed, the Sunday 
is more properly kept there by the Poor, than in private 
pariſhes, where they are not particularly regarded; but 
moſtly left to themſelyes, to follow their own inclina- 
tions, which experience ſhews us, lead them to con- 
ſume the Sabbath in idleneſs and ſloth, if not, in 
theft, debauchery, and drunkenneſss. 
The Poor are ſummoned to their Work from Lady- 
day to Michaelmas, at {x in the morning to ſeven in 
the evening; and from Michaelmas to Lady-day, from 
even in the morning to ſix in the evening; being al- 


C 2 | lowed 


There is a large piece of ground, ſtrongly fenced out from 
the heach, and decently kept up for the burial of the dead. 
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are either young, aged, or infirm people- 


(20) 
towed half an hour for breakfaſt, and an hour for 
dinner; and the intermediate time, when they behave 
well, they ſpend as they pleaſe, 

The friends and relations of thoſe in the houſe are 
alſo permitted to call upon or viſit them, at all ſeaſon- 
able times, unleſs under a pretence of civility, they 
have been found to cauſe diviſions in the houſe, either 
by their evil Councils there, or by miſrepreſentations when 
they return home, 

Whenever any of the orderly Poor deſire to 80 out 
for a few days, they are never refuſed, and the Poor 
are ſuffered to take the freſh air in the fields round the 
Houſe, when their taſks are finiſhed, 

This ſeems a ſufficient anſwer to thoſe who com- 
plain of the confinement of the Poor but it is fur- 
ther to be conſidered that more than !wo-thirds of them 
the fir/? 
_ to be under reflraint— the others cannot reaſo- 
nably want to wander about. 

The Clamours raiſed againſt the Nacton-houſe on 


this account, arife from the neglect of the officers in 
private pariſhes where Worb -houſes are eſtabliſhed ; for 


here the Poor are (contrary to the intention of the le- 
giſlature) ſuffered to ramble as their fancy directs them, 
and beg about the country, and ſo they become impa- 
tient under tho or reſtraints they ought to have been ſub- 
jected to, before they were incorporated. — That the 
Poor in all caſes, whether maintained together, or ſe- 


parately, will be full of murmurs againſt thoſe that are 
appointed to relieve, and aſſiſt them, is no neto thing, 


as I ſuppoſe thoſe that have ever had the care of them, 
pretty well know to their great vexation. The moſt 
ſufficient allowances are frequently unfatisfaftory, and fo 

clamorous appeals are made to the juſtices of the peace 
for an increaſe of their pay, without aſſigning a good 
reaſon for ſuch an increaſe. 

And after all, if a houſe of Induſtry ſhould have ex- 
ceptionable officers belonging to it, that are crucl and 
oppreſſive to the Poor, is this a grievance peculiar 

ſuch 


„ 


£ uch undertakings.—Are not private pariſhes liable to 
C the fame inconveniencies ?—All therefore that ought 
to be expected to be done herein, is upon proper con- 
- dition to remove, and puniſh ſuch perſons as ſoon as 
= ” poſſible, and provide them with others. And ſurely 
„the Poor of the Nacton-houſe that hach ſo many Gen- 
r tlemen of fortune and character belonging to it, and 
2 actually engaged in the diſpatch of buſineſs therein, 
will find full as many friends to ſerve and protect them 
t there, as they could ever expect to meet with in their 
r private pariſhes, 
e The novelty of our Inſtitution in this county hath 
| drawn numbers to our houſe of Induſtry, not only to 
— inſpect its buildings, but the ceconomy thereof, and we 
- can with truth affirm, that people of the beft diſcern- 
N ment have been pleaſed with what they have ſeen, and 
* have declared with a ſort of aſtoniſhment, that there 
Jn is much more decency, cleanlineſs and ſweetneſs, in 
all the apartments, than they ſhould ever have imag1- 
Nn ned it poſſible to preſerve under ſuch circumſtances. 
n They have examined and eat of the proviſions, 
r wphilſt the Poor have been at their meals, and found 
"a them extremely good and wholefome.—T hey have 
, looked into the ſeveral rooms above ſtairs, where the 
5 men and women, the married, and ſingle people, the 
= children, and fick folks, have their ſeo ate lodgings, 
e and owned them to be fitted up with as much delicacy 
8 as can or ought to be expected; and that every thing 
e ſſeems to be carried on with a view to their comfortable 5 
: ſubſiſtence. | 


But notwithſtanding this, diſcontents are the re- 
en wards of the Director's painful ſollicitude to benefit 
by the Poor, | | 

2 Stories are daily invented to blaſt their meaſures, 
q and propagated with mo? wnchriflign bitterneſs, the leaſt 
omiſſion is conitygied into a heinous and capital offence. 
Scandal begets ſcandal, and every idle tale as it paſſes 


4 along the country is continually improving, and gather— 
: 8 5 CC t =, 

5 ing up ts defender, Who after all, upon terious op- 
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plication being made to them on the occaſion, have 
been obliged to confeſs, that they have had nothing 
but hear -ſay in ſupport of their malicious declamations, 
A wretched excuſe indeed for their behaviour, which 
renders them if not the gs in, yet the grizlty prome- 
ters of the miſchtewous 1191s that have happened amongſt 


us. — We flattered ourſelves with hopes that our neigh- 


bours were come to a better mind and temper ſince 
their aſſembling in Auguſt laſt ; but a late attempt to 
burn the Barham-houſe : diſappoints us of thoſe hopes, 
an! I'm truly forry for 1t.---ouch a ſeditious ſpirit is a 


mclancholy evil, and its dreadful effects muſt at length 


O 
fall upon the commonalty that cheriſh it, ſeeing there 


15 nardly a poſſibility of their ſucceſs in ſuch a notori- 
cus attempt againſt the laws of an eſtabliſhed govern- 


ment; unleſ they are conſtituted by God, the executors of 
his judgement, upon a kingdom that fo triumphantly poſe: 


dee in an open ellen of his gracious dt penſation. 
Jhen indeed we muſt acknowledge that nothing but an 
ibendintnt of our libes can ſave us, which truth by 
alarming our fears, may be improved to an excellent 
uſe, and rendered conducive to ſound worldly Policy as 
well as ſpir itual wiſdom. 

If there are real grievances to be complained 
of that ought to be redreſſed, the Poor are invited 
to make them known either to the Weekly- com- 
mittee, or to the Directors and Guardians in general 
at their Quarterly-meetings, and if they apply with 


propric ty and modeſty, I may venture to afture them, 


that they will nt only be heard with patience and at- 
tention, but will have all poſſible relief ſpeedily and 
molt tenderly adminiſtred to them. When therefore 
they preſent no ſuch appeals it ſeems evident, that 


they have nothing to alledge worthy the notice of ſuch 


advocates.---Inde: d inſtead thereof they are too haſty 
to wait for an opportunity of complaining, for they 
have even gathered together to burn and pull down 
houſes before thev are *ahabi ted, upon a Preſeumption ande 


that ſuch places arc deſian'd to oppreſs them. This 
beha- 


* 
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behaviour ſhews that they mean ſomething more by their 
violence, than is in general acknowledged, that they grow 


impatient under auth9rity, that they want to overturn 
N all government, and change hands with their maiters--- 
min ſhort that the hewers of wood, drawers of water, 
1 = and tillers of the ground, covet the property, and not 

5 the occupation thereof. | 33 
A if Their officious rudeneſs to their ſuperiors,--- | heir 
5 ſtudy to forget their reſpe7ive ations in life, and their 
inſolent directions to thoſe who maintain them, are cir- 
cumſtances that plainly diſcover a levelling principle, 
\ which ought to be oppoſed with a perfevering vigour, 
4 YN unleſs it is thought proper to ſubmit to the tyranical rule 
8 of an undiſcerning and diſſolute people. I mean not 
do ſtop, when neceſſity calls for it, the current of be- 


%. 


f nevolence towards the deſerving working Poor, their 
f complaints may be juſt, and herein the ſpirit of our cha- 
Tity may nobly, and uſefully exert itſelf. 


i And in order to diſtinguiſh ſuch, the miniſters and 
. officers of the reſpective parithes wherein they inha- 
4 bit ſhould recommend them, —otherwiſe publick con- 
: .tributions may ſerve ti encreaſe the number of our Poor, 
| and to cheriſh floth, extravagance, and debauclierv, 
n + which are the reproach, and ruin, as well as painful 
4 n indu{lry, ſobriety, and virtue, which are the ſtdiliiſpiment 
and exaltation of a nation, | 

1 Finally, —if the common people will entertain ſuc! 

. terrible notions of Houſes of Induſtry, and bear no 
| conviction ; let this diſpolition excite them to exert an 
? honeſt and painful care in their callings, to prevent 


4 „their coming to ſach houſes ; let them bring up their fa- 
milies in an orderly manner, and reputably place out 


2 their children in employments and ſervices ſuited to 
1 . 9 ; 1 « 

N their abilities, and thro' God's bleſſing on their endet- 

5 vours, great numbers, that are otherwiſe chargeable, 

4 => would then want no ſuch aſſiſtance. 

an If alfo they mean any thing ſeriouſly; by that“ 


Teal. 
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( 24 ) 
zeal they have expreſs'd for the eſtabliſh'd religion of 
their country, —let but its pure precepts be their 
guides, and councellors, and there will be an end of 
all ſtrife. | ET, 

Poverty hath its dangers, evils, and temptations as 


well as riches and abundance,—and there are duties be- 


Jonging to the Poor as well as the Rich—for the Poor 
ſhould labour to be well ſatisfied with their lot, chear- 
fully ſubmit to thoſe that have the rule over them, and 
carry a lowly mind with them —ſeeing leathern pride, 
and ruſſet inſolency, are to be met with, full as often as 
extravagant loftineſs in gorgeous apparel, They 
ſhould be diligent alſo—attending to the Apoſtle, who 


| fays, that they who will not work, ſhould not eat— 


remembring that the /abour which gets them bread ; 
gets them alſo an appetite to eat that bread; Sleep to 
refreſh them when they are weary, and health to con- 
— 88 

They ihould be frugal—and in ſeaſons of plenty and 
full employment, inſtead of wickedly ſpending, or ex- 
travagantly conſuming their money, they ought to la 
up in ſtore, leaſt thro' their ?mprovidence only, they be- 
come burthenſome to others. And above all things, 
they are required to be exccedingly ſollicitous, thro' an 
unreſerved practice of their duty as Chriſtians, to eſta- 
bliſh their future happineſs, —_ 
And might I without offence be allowed to plead 
for a good example amongſt thoſe in higher ſtations ; 
this moſt prevailing argument would not only encou- 
rage and confirm inferiors in their duty, but prove the 7 
ſureſt method of quieting the turbulency of the com- 
mon people's paſſions; and thereby open a way to an 
univerſal harmony and peace—and it would alſo fur- 7 
niſh the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſonages themſelves, with 7 


ſerene and permanent joys, not to be found in the ſe- 
cureſt earthly honours, pleaſures and eſtates, and with 3 


the moſt invaluable treaſure we can poſſeſs on this ſide 
the graye—hopes ful] of immortality, DS. 
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